
TIER RE-CLASSIFICATION REQUEST
Indicator:	14.7.1 Sustainable fisheries as a percentage of GDP in Small Island Developing States, least developed countries and all countries
Custodian Agency: 	FAO
Current Tier:	III
Proposed Tier:	I

1. Background and rationale for indicator re-classification
Although target 14.7 promotes the sustainable use of marine resources “including of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism”, the indicator selected by the IAEG-SDG focuses only on the sustainable use of marine resources by fisheries. The methodology hereby proposed by FAO thus intends to measure sustainable fisheries as a percentage of GDP, in accordance to the agreed indicator formulation. The lack of a generally agreed definition of “sustainable fisheries” however led this indicator to remain an “orphan” indicator during the early phase of the IAEG-SDG process, with no international agency assuming custodianship of it. At the 4th IAEG-SDG, FAO accepted to assume custodianship of 14.7.1 and submitted a first Tier III work plan. 
Since assuming custodianship of 14.7.1, FAO has held extensive consultations with numerous stakeholders on the possible methodology for this indicator. A key consideration shared by all parties was that the indicator should be representative for all countries, while combining economic benefits with environmental concerns. Moreover, it should keep the additional reporting burden to a minimum. To fulfill these requirements, the proposed indicator uses economic and fisheries data that are already recognised as international standards, and that are already largely reported by countries on a regular basis. While the granularity of the indicator may be improved by additional efforts in measuring the sustainability of fish stocks at national level, the methodology already allows for country estimates to be produced through a combination of fishery value added, fish catch data, and fish stock sustainability factors at regional level.
2. Information on how and when the methodology has become an international standard and who is the governing body that approves it
The methodology proposed by FAO is built on three main inputs, which are all internationally recognised standards: GDP, value added of fisheries and the biological sustainability of fish stocks. GDP is a primary indicator for the value of final goods and services produced by a country. When examining the value of goods and services produced by a specific sector, such as fisheries, the value-added gives a representative figure for the size of an industry within a country’s economy. Regarding the biological sustainability of fish stocks, FAO has been estimating trends since 1974 and continues to report this data through SDG indicator 14.4.1 at a global and regional level, currently covering 584 fish stocks around the world (representing 70% of global landings). Global catch and stock status are major outputs produced by FAO, and form key parts of publications, such as the State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) and the Review of the State of World Marine Fishery Resources.
3. Development and testing of the methodology (please also include information on how NSSs, and in particular NSOs, are involved in methodology development, data collection and data validation)
The methodology relies on data already provided by countries to UNSD [GDP and fishery Value Added] and published by FAO [fish stock sustainability]. National statistical systems are the primary providers of data for each aspect of the indicator. The GDP figures used in the compilation of the indicator are reported by countries in their national accounts. FAO plays a central role in disseminating stock status. The approach used by FAO draws on national data on fish catch and fishing effort, and combines the results of formal stock assessment, carried out at regional and national level by relevant institutions, and the assessment of scientific working groups.
4. Results of the pilot studies and list of countries consulted that are regionally representative
Taking into consideration the importance of this indicator to Small Island Developing States (SIDS), with a direct link to food security, FAO conducted a series of regional workshops for the islands in the Pacific, the Caribbean, Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and the South China Sea in 2017-2018. These workshops promoted open discussions on the assessment of value from sustainable fisheries under SDG 14.7. The importance of this indicator in publicizing the real importance of fisheries in the national economy, and ensuring a more balanced allocation of resources that may benefit the sector was emphasised. Countries also reaffirmed the difficulties and burden often faced when additional data reporting is required. A large number of countries participated in these workshops, particularly SIDS[footnoteRef:2], while numerous international organizations also provided technical support[footnoteRef:3].  [2:  Antigua and Barbuda, American Samoa, Australia, the Bahamas, Belize, Cabo Verde, Comoros, Cook Islands, Dominica, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Guinee Bissau, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Kenya, Kiribati, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, the Marshall Islands, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, the Seychelles, the Solomon Islands, South Africa, Thailand, Tokelau, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna.]  [3: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), Organización del sector pesquero y acuícola del Istmo Centroamericano (OSPESCA), the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS), the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), the World Bank,  the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), Overseas Fishery Cooperation Foundation of Japan and the Indian Ocean Rim Association.] 

As this indicator relies solely on data that is already published, estimates have already been calculated for all countries with currently available data. Estimates are thus available for 128 countries that have marine capture fisheries and have reported at least one figure for their value added from fisheries and aquaculture in the years 2011, 2013 and 2015. The estimates show that the methodology is able to provide figures for a representative number of countries in each region and across all levels of development. It is for this reason that the indicator is proposed to be reclassified to Tier I. The country coverage for this indicator encompasses 68 developing countries, 35 of the 53 SIDS and 23 LDCs. The regional coverage is presented in Appendix 1. 

5. Summary and reference to additional and proxy indicators
The delay in initiating the methodological development of this indicator is the reason that this indicator is still in the Tier III category. However, the new methodology proposed by FAO provides a conceptually clear and cost-effective approach for monitoring countries’ progress towards target 14.7, relying on standardised, globally recognised and accepted data. Additionally, the reliance on data that is already routinely collected avoids additional data burden for countries, while still fully meeting the requirements of the indicator.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The delay in initiating the methodological development of this indicator as well as its limitation in covering key aspects of the target has also contributed to the IAEG-SDG proposing both additional indicators and exploring the possibility for proxy indicators for the same target. At the 8th IAEG-SDG, FAO already provided feedback on the two additional proposed indicators for target 14.7 among the list of 37 indicators. For measuring sustainable tourism, there is no available methodology specifically for marine areas, as recognized by current discussions between FAO and UNWTO. For measuring the productivity of aquaculture, the lack of basic data prevents any current development, but it may be covered in the future by a separate indicator.
The methodology from FAO offers several advantages when compared to the proxy proposal to use ‘MSC certified catch as a percentage of total wild catch’. Most importantly, MSC is a voluntary scheme, which has financial requirements for certification. In terms of country coverage, the FAO methodology has been used to estimate an indicator for 128 countries, while MSC only has certified fisheries in 38 countries. Developing countries make up the majority of marine catch, but less than 2% of it is certified by MSC. FAO monitors stocks which represent 70% of global marine catch; MSC certified catch is equivalent to 13%.
Appendix 1 – Regional coverage of indicator 14.7.1 for the years 2011, 2013, 2015

	
	Overall coverage

	World
	128

	Developing Countries
	68

	Least Developed Countries
	20

	SIDS
	35

	Africa
	29

	Northern Africa
	2

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	27

	Eastern Africa
	7

	Middle Africa
	6

	Southern Africa
	2

	Western Africa
	12

	Americas
	36

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	32

	Caribbean
	16

	Latin America
	16

	Northern America
	4

	Asia
	22

	Central Asia
	1

	Southern Asia
	6

	South-Eastern Asia
	8

	Western Asia
	7

	Europe
	30

	Eastern Europe
	5

	Northern Europe
	11

	Southern Europe
	9

	Western Europe
	4

	Oceania
	12

	Australia and New Zealand
	1

	Melanesia
	4

	Micronesia
	3

	Polynesia
	4
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